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BAGHDAD, Iraq – First Armored Division soldiers made 
the skies over Baghdad safer July 9 by collecting anti-aircraft 
weapons left over by the former Iraqi Army. 
 The operation, supported by UH-60 Blackhawk 
helicopters from 2nd Battalion, 501st Aviation Regiment, 
conducted a sling load operation to remove five pieces of air 
defense artillery from the Iraqi community. 
 Sgt. 1st Class Fernando Alicea, Baghdad International 
Airport force protection noncommissioned officer and sling load 
rigger for the operation, said that clearing the weapons systems is 
extremely important, especially with the pending reopening of the 
airport to civilian air traffic. 
 “If the guns are serviceable, (s omeone) could fix them up 
and start firing rounds at the airplanes,” he said. “That’s exactly 
what we don’t want.” 
 This was the second sling load operation for the Division 
Artillery Brigade soldier since arriving to Iraq. 
 Sgt. 1st Class Hugo Vives, a communications platoon 
sergeant with Headquarters, Headquarters Battery, DIVARTY, 
and second rigger for the operation, said seeing American forces 
remove the ADA guns gives members of the community a sense 
of security. 
 “They’re so happy we’re here (removing the guns,)” 
Vives said, “that during the first operation, a couple of Iraqis tried 
to help us.” 
 Vives, experienced through air assault and pathfinder 
schools, and Alicea, who spent eight years with the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault), rigged the loads, but six soldiers 
from HHB, DIVARTY, actually hooked the weapons to the 
helicopters.  
 Alicea gave the soldiers a three-hour class on sling 
loading procedures. 
 “I taught them basic air assault and basic rigging, but I 
focused on the process of the hook up since that is what they 
were doing,” he said. 
 When it came down to it, the real thing was just like 
training.  

“The class showed us how to do it and it was executed 
exactly how we were shown,” said Pfc. Quillon Soard, HHB, 
DIVARTY. 
 Soard said the force of the rotor wash from the helicopter 
made working difficult, but a team effort got the job done. 
 “It was too hard to keep your balance, but you had 
somebody there, holding you up,” he said. 
 Cargo reach pendants were used to attach the loads to 
the aircraft.   

According to Alicea, the reach pendant, which is shaped 
like a giant cotton swab, serves two purposes : the first is to diffuse 
the static electricity built up by the helicopter’s rotor; the second is 
to give a better reach for the hook up. 
 

 
 

DIVARTY, 2/501st AVN operation makes Baghdad’s skies safer 

Soldiers from Headquarters, Headquarters Battery, 1st Armored 
Division Artillery, a sling load an antiaircraft gun to a UH-60 
Blackhawk helicopter. The gun was left behind by the former Iraqi 
army. Photo by Spc. Christopher Stanis. 
  
 Prior to leaving for the weapon sites, Alicea assembled 
the sling sets based on what he knew about the guns, but what 
they expected to find and what they  found  were two different 
things. 
 “I rigged for a specific type of gun,” Alicea said. “If (the 
weapon) is missing parts , we have to readjust according to the 
gun’s gravity, shape and how it is going to travel.” 

Alicea also stressed the importance of a properly 
balanced load. 
 “If a load is not properly balanced, it becomes what is 
called a frustrating load,” he continued, explaining that an 
improper rigging can cause the load to swing, and jerk the 
helicopter around. 
 While every hook up went smooth, the team ran in to a 
slight problem – the ladder was removed from the building, giving 
no access to the roof. 
 Quickly thinking, they were lifted to the roof by one of the 
helicopters. 
 Though there may have been a few obstacles, all-in-all 
the mission was a success and everyone gained experience. 
 “We planned on the spot,” Vives said. “We had to 
improvise, and we overcame.” 
 



 

NEWS 
Bush Touts His AIDS Initiative in Uganda 
ENTEBBE, Uganda (AP) - President Bush said Friday 
at a Ugandan AIDS clinic that the country's aggressive 
prevention and treatment programs are "leading the 
way" in efforts to combat the global pandemic. Bush 
spoke after an emotional visit to the clinic, in which he 
met with about two dozen AIDS patients at the clinic, 
hugging many of them. 
 
Bush: CIA Approved State of Union Speech 
ENTEBBE, Uganda (AP) - President Bush said Friday 
that intelligence services cleared his State of the Union 
speech, which included a now-discredited allegation 
that Iraq was seeking to buy nuclear material from 
Africa. Bush's national security adviser specifically said 
the CIA had vetted the speech. If CIA Director George 
Tenet had any misgivings about that sentence in the 
president's speech, "he did not make them known" to 
Bush or his staff, said Condoleezza Rice. 
 

Rudolph hearing is Friday 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Serial bombing suspect Eric 
Rudolph is scheduled for a Friday hearing triggered by 
a revised indictment in the 1988 bombing of a clinic that 
performed abortions. 
 
Air Force demotes Academy chief 
DENVER — The former superintendent of the Air Force 
Academy was demoted over his handling of sexual 
assault complaints, one day before he was to appear 
before an independent panel looking into the scandal. 
 
Woman killed at Six Flags New Orleans  
NEW ORLEANS — A woman standing near an 
amusement park ride was hit by at least one of the 
ride's cars and killed at Six Flags New Orleans. The 
cars were about three feet off the ground at the time. 
Officals do not know why Rosa Donaldson got so close 
to the ride Wednesday night.  
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BUSINESS 
Wal-Mart Opens First Store in Beijing  
BEIJING (AP) - Wal-Mart, the world's biggest retailer, 
opened its first outlet in China's capital Friday, making 
its inaugural foray into a major Chinese city after 
setting up 22 stores elsewhere in the country. 

Thousands of shoppers packed the cavernous 
Sam's Club store on the far western edge of Beijing, 
testing out electronics, puzzling over imported cheese 
and loading shopping carts full of beer, paper towels 
and fresh seafood. 
 

SPORTS 
Familiar finish on Tour 
LYON, France (USA TODAY) — Alessandro Petacchi 
won the Nevers-Lyon stage of the Tour de France on 
Friday, claiming his fourth win in six stages after the 
pack reeled in a long breakaway bid led by Stuart 
O'Grady.  

Lance Armstrong remains second overall, just 
behind his U.S. Postal teammate Victor Hugo Pena.  
 

Bird rejoins Indiana 
INDIANAPOLIS (USA TODAY) — The Indiana Pacers 
named Larry Bird their president of basketball 
operations Friday.  

He will take over day -to-day operations of the 
team from Pacers president Donnie Walsh, who has 
led the franchise since 1986 and will remain as its chief 
executive. 
 

Kidd stays with Nets 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (USA TODAY) — Jason 
Kidd has decided to re-sign with the New Jersey Nets. 
The perennial All-Star point guard Friday ended a 
turbulent 11-day free agency period by spurning an 
offer from the NBA champion San Antonio Spurs and 
agreeing to a six-year, $99 million deal with the Nets.  
 

In other news… 
 

Airport Shoe Policy: Removing Is  Optional 
WASHINGTON (AP) -Travelers no longer will 
encounter conflicting rules about removing their shoes 
at airports. At some airports, passengers have been 
told they had to take off their shoes before passing 
through metal detectors; at others, it was optional.  

The Transportation Security Administration 
now says removing shoes will be optional. However, 
passengers will be warned their chances of being 
asked to submit to a more thorough secondary 
screening will be greater if they do not take off their 
shoes and put them through X-ray machines. 

Chaplain’s thought for the day:  
I found words to every thought I ever had, but one. . . .  

      --Emily Dickinson 
What kinds of thoughts can't be put into words? 

We feel lost in space, mind-boggled by how small and 
big the stars are. We are sure and unsure about death, 
its blank and steady stare. Or we have done something 
that makes us feel both good and bad. We are scared 
of crowds and afraid of being abandoned, always 
alone. Sometimes we just want to laugh and cry, and 
when words fail we expect someone to know what our 
silences mean. 

When words fail it is then we realize that only 
God truly understands. 

"For we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 
Romans 8:26 
 

TODAY’S WEATHER  
 

High: 109F   
Low:  85F 

 


